AUCTION PREVIEW

Scottsdale, AZ

Scottsdale Art Auction

Scottsdale Art Auction Exhibition Gallery, April 6-8

THE SCOTTSDALE Art Auction hosts
a landmark event this month, present-
ing two full auctions back to back. In
addition to its renowned annual fine-art
auction, this year it brings 114 lots to the
block from acclaimed sculptor Glenna
Goodacre’s private collection. Auction
partner Jack A. Morris Jr., chairman of
Morris & Whiteside Auctions, joins Leg-
acy Gallery’s Brad Richardson and J.N.
Bartfield Gallery’s Michael Frost in pre-
senting both sales. Morris says that af-
ter deciding to retire, Goodacre donated
her personal studio equipment and art
library to the New Mexico School for the
Arts. She then destroyed all of her molds
to give collectors assurance against
any spurious castings. Finally, Morris
says, she entrusted her own collection
of bronzes (some of which are unique
castings and artist’s proofs), drawings,
paintings, and preliminary documents
to the Scottsdale Art Auction, which
presents a sale of the items at 5:30 p.m.
on Thursday, April 6.

“I don’t know of anything that’s been
done like this in the past,” Morris says.
“Particularly with a sculptor as impor-
tant as Glenna Goodacre is in American
art history.” The event has presented its
share of logistical challenges, including
moving sculptures ranging in size from
her U.S. dollar coin to her own casting
of the Ronald Reagan monument, which
was originally intended for installation
at Reagan National Airport. Prices in the
auction range from masks estimated to
sell for $1,000 to monuments for half a
million dollars.

On Friday morning, all of the Good-
acre pieces are moved to an offsite loca-
tion, and the auction crew sets up the
exhibition gallery for the preview party
for the 12th annual fine-art auction that
evening. On Saturday, April 8, the first
session of the Scottsdale Art Auction
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Glenna Goodacre, Crossing the Prairie, bronze, h72. Estimate: $50,000-$70,000. “We have a fine selection of Taos Masters




Glenna Goodacre, Spotted Tail AP w/Grant Medal, bronze, h41. Glenna Goodacre, End of the Dance, bronze, h30.
Estimate: $12,000-$16,000. Estimate: $8,000-$12,000.
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William R. Leigh, Hell Hound, oil, 28 x 22.
Estimate: $350,000-$550,000.

paintings, and a fine collection of CA art-
ists,” Morris says.

Among the 360 lots is William R.
Leigh’s depiction of a panicked cowboy
in the midst of a furious unseating in
HELL HOUND, and a “vintage” Kenneth
Riley entitled HIDASTA TRIBESMEN.
“There’s a good cross section of wildlife
and sporting art, including a fine Philip
R. Goodwin, DANGEROUS SPORT,” Mor-
ris adds. This 40-by-28-inch oil depicting
a bear charging a hunter and his dog is
estimated to sell for $120,000-$180,000.

One of the most unusual lots is a col-
lection of Carl Rungius etchings. “Run-
gius did 45 etchings,” Morris explains.

Philip R. Goodwin, Dangerous Sport, oil, 40 x 28.
Estimate: $120,000-5$180,000.

“Collectors can spend a lifetime trying
to collect them all. A couple are nearly
impossible to find. But there is, in this
sale, a group of 43.” Sold as a single lot,
the grouping is anticipated to fetch be-
tween $150,000 and $250,000.

The sculpture offerings in the auction
are more limited this year because of the
Goodacre auction. Even so, collectors will
have no fewer than three Remingtons to
bid on, as well as more contemporary
works from Clark Bronson, Tim Shina-
barger, and John Coleman. Morris also
notes a charcoal drawing by Coleman en-
titled BUFFALO MEDICINE. “It’s the first
drawing of his we’ve ever had,” he says.

Overall, the auction includes every-
thing from George Catlin to Howard
Terpning and price ranges from $1,000
to $500,000. Previews for both auctions
open on March 25. —Laura Rintala

contact information
480.945.0225
www.scottsdaleartauction.com

See more work at www.southwestart.com/
events/saa-apr2017.
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Martin Grelle, New Wealth for the Blackfeet, oil, 44 x 52. Joseph Sharp, Taos Ceremonial Drummer, oil, 20 x 16.
Estimate: $150,000-$250,000. Estimate: $75,000-$100,000.
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